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Bracknell Forest 
Registered Charity No. 1153789  

 

Newsletter 174 - April 2023 
 

Websi te:  www.bracknel lu3a.org.uk 
 C   

Chair’s Chatter 

   
We wish you a Happy Easter. 

 
 
 

 
 
Our clocks have “sprung” forward an hour. Easter is but a few days away. 
We are officially in Spring. The extra hour of daylight means we have 
longer hours to enjoy things such as gardening, walking and picnics but 
also spare some time for your u3a, indeed you can do all these things 
within BFu3a with our Gardening Groups, Walking Groups and enjoy a 
picnic when Out and About or with other interest groups. 
We offer a lot of fun and friendships in our u3a and are continually looking 
at new ideas, especially with developing the Newsletter to create interest. 
We are forming ideas on a new group, CAMEO (Come and Meet Each 
Other). 👀 Watch for updates on this project 👀. 

I know I always say it, but have a good look through the attached diaries, 
make a note of the dates of your group’s meetings. Why not look to see if 
another interest group takes your eye. You never know, it might be right 
down your street. Contact details are given for you to enquire. Getting 
involved with your u3a is its lifeblood and it does you good too. 
Maybe you have an interest not covered with our groups? We look forward 
to hearing new ideas and the forming of new interest groups.  
Why not bring your friends along to an Open Meeting at the OLC. There’s 
always an interesting guest speaker. If they are not members of u3a they 
can enjoy a taster session (and a cuppa), to see if they like the idea, and 
hopefully they will join. These are held about every six weeks. 
Please visit our Facebook pages, we have a Public and Private (members 
only) group. This will keep you up to date with what’s going on in group 
activities. We would appreciate a few likes on these pages as it improves 
our ratings.  
Please also check out our Bracknell Forest Website pages 
www.bracknellu3a.org.uk for valuable information, links etc about things 
going on with our u3a and local information. 
I look forward to seeing and hearing from you at any time.  
Bob Goddard, Chair BFu3a 

chair@bracknellu3a.org.uk 
 

Newsletter Editors’ Note 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speakers Corner 
On 23rd February, Alan Copeland gave us a very lively talk on “Eccentric 
London”. A keen photographer, he focussed on features in Greater London 
rather than the more familiar central areas. Alan showed us some very 
unusual buildings, some lesser-known places and one or two very 
eccentric characters, all punctuated by Alan’s entertaining stories about 
them. 
 
Future talks: 
13th April - Solo Walk Across Africa - Fran Sandham. 
We’ve got an interesting talk coming up next week. Fran Sandham will tell 
us about his solo walk across Africa. He could have started somewhere 
easy, like Cape Town or Zanzibar - but he didn’t! He chose the Namibian 
Desert, graveyard of explorers, home of the ravenous hyena…. Why not 
come along to the Open Learning Centre to hear Fran’s talk. 
 
22nd June - Amazing Alphorns - Frances Jones (preceded by AGM). 
20th July - Musical Theatre of Gilbert and Sullivan - Bernard Lockett. 
24th August - The Prince’s Murderous Mistress - Steve Herra. 
28th September- Chrissie’s Owls, 24 hour owl rescue service - Chrissie 
Gaines 
2nd November - Seeing the Light - mouth painter - Keith Jansz 
2nd December - Christmas Social  
25th January 2024 -The Scilly Isles - Graham Harding  
 
These meetings will be “Hybrid” starting at 2pm (join earlier for a chat) 
either in person at the OLC or by Zoom from home using this link: 
BFu3a Zoom Meeting  
 
Alternatively use these codes when starting Zoom:  
Meeting ID: 520 165 3065    Passcode: Open (case sensitive). 
 
 

Look out for our new funnies to make your 
newsletter even more enjoyable. 

Let us know what you think and send us your 
jokes to: 

newseditor@bracknellu3a.org.uk   

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Please Note Members will be contacted if they have not provided Emergency 
Contact Details. 

Alternatively, you may provide your Emergency Contact Details to the 
membersecretary@bracknellu3a.org.uk  

 

http://www.bracknellu3a.org.uk/
http://www.bracknellu3a.org.uk/
mailto:chair@bracknellu3a.org.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5201653065?pwd=MitaaTgvTDVXNXlPUGVOVVVFa2pFdz09
mailto:newseditor@bracknellu3a.org.uk
mailto:membersecretary@bracknellu3a.org.uk
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Coffee Mornings 
These are normally held on the last Wednesday of the month, between 
10:00 and 12:00. The venue is the Peacock Farm pub, on Peacock Lane at 
RG12 8SS. This is a cashless (card only) venue. The coffee mornings are 
hosted by a rota of five Committee members.  
Next session :- Wednesday 26th April, and will be hosted by Carol Clark. 

Summer Outing 28th June 
The Black Country Living Museum - The Home of Peaky Blinders. 
Explore over 40 carefully reconstructed shops, houses, and industrial 
areas across 26 landscaped acres. Meet friendly historic characters who’ll 
tell you what it was like to live and work during the Industrial Revolution 
and beyond. 
The cost is £33.00 for coach and entrance.  
There are only a few spaces left, so if you are interested in joining us on 
this trip, please email me at events@bracknellu3a.org.uk and I will send 
you a booking form. 
Diane Jones, Events 

Facebook 
As most of you are aware, we have a members’-only Facebook Group 
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/BFU3A, but did you know that we 
also have a public Facebook page?  
This page is intended to make people aware of Bracknell Forest u3a – who 
we are and what we do – so that we can attract new members. However, 
Facebook algorithms are ruthless and unless we have a certain number of 
“Likes” and “Followers” posts do not reach the people who would benefit 
from u3a membership, or even those who are following the page. We need 
at least 100 “Likes” and “Followers” to even make the slightest impact but 
the more the better. We currently have 81 “Likes” and 99 “Followers” so 
we’re nearly there. When we get to the magic 100 we unlock more stats 
etc. Here are the current stats:  
 

Facebook stats  

Followers = 99 Up from 68 

Likes = 81 Up from 57 

Post reach = 179 Up 795% 

Engagement = 116 Up 2800% 

In order to make this page a success, we would like your help with two 
things:  
1. Could all members who are on Facebook please go to the page and 
click on “Like” https://www.facebook.com/BracknellForestu3a.  
2. Group Leaders - please send me regular updates/photos about what 
your group is doing. Please ensure that everyone in the photos gives 
permission for their image to be used in this public space.  
Thank you. 
Lynette Robertson, Publicity Officer      publicity@bracknellu3a.org.uk 

Groups’ Support Officer Report  
Transport 
Having been inactive for a couple of years I am delighted that the transport 
group has been revived by new group coordinators Steve & Doreen 
Coupe. The group have already met to plan a new programme of events 
for the coming months.  
New group idea CAMEO 
Bob Goddard, Lynette Robertson and I met recently to discuss setting up a 
new group - Cameo which stands for Come And Meet EveryOne. It’s a 
new idea which I first heard about from a post on the u3a keeping in touch 
Facebook group.  
The basic idea is to put one member, or a group of members who are 
interested in sharing an activity or event in touch with each other. It could 
be something as simple as walking their dogs together, going to the 
cinema, seeing a live band or visiting museums to going on holiday.   
We discussed several ways we could set it up but have decided the 
easiest way will be to set it up as a group. More details will follow and we 
will be available at the April coffee morning to discuss it with anyone who is 
interested. We are then planning to have a meeting at a local venue, 
possibly The Newtown Pippin in Harmans Water. 
Mahjong  
Is anyone interested in playing or learning to play Mahjong. One of our 
members has a set and played years ago and would like to start playing 
again? If you are interested please contact me at :-
groupsupport@bracknellu3a.org.uk 
Carol Clark, Group Support Officer 

Group List 
There is a Group List of all BFu3a groups on the website.  

  

Architecture Group  
On the morning of 22nd February, members of the Architecture Group 
boarded a minibus at South Hill Park to begin a very enjoyable day trip to 
the beautiful city of Bath. Having previously worked together to research 
the history of the city, focusing on its buildings and architecture, everyone 
was keen to see it all with their own eyes. 
The day began with a short walk along the riverside and across the 18th 
century Pulteney Bridge, unusual because it is lined all the way along on 
both sides by shops. We then called in for coffee at St Michael’s Church, 
which functions not just as a place of worship but also as a community 
centre and as a quirky and very beautiful cafe. 
We were then treated to a personalised guided tour by the brother of one 
of the group members, who is himself a Bath resident. Our tour took in all 

mailto:events@bracknellu3a.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BFU3A
https://www.facebook.com/BracknellForestu3a
mailto:publicity@bracknellu3a.org.uk
mailto:groupsupport@bracknellu3a.org.uk
http://www.bracknellu3a.org.uk/1GroupsA-Z.html
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the major sights and we were able to admire the beautiful Georgian 
architecture of the Royal Crescent and the Circus, Bath Abbey, the modern 
Thermae Bath Spa, the Cross Bath, the Holborne Museum and much 
more. Some of the party then stopped for lunch at Sally Lunn’s, one of the 
oldest houses in Bath, home of the Sally Lunn bun, and where it is still 
possible to see the early medieval kitchen in the basement. 
One day is simply not enough to do justice to Bath – for instance, there 
was not enough time for us to visit the famous Roman Baths, the Jane 
Austen Museum, nor the Assembly Rooms. However, this means that 
there is plenty left to see and do for a future visit! 

 
Wendy Andrew, Coordinator 

Ballroom 
We have become a mainly sequence dancing group. There are some that 
are easy to pick up and many are called. The more challenging dances are 
regularly practised to keep them fresh. There is always a selection of 
waltzes, cha-chas, a rumba, quicksteps and foxtrots to enjoy, too. 
Lynda Lunn, Coordinator 

Barn Dance 
We continue to meet once a month to dance a variety of dances from 
around the world. Dancers on their own will be paired up. As usual, all the 
moves will be called. So, come along and exercise your brains and feet 
and have a laugh! The Barn Dance dates until June 2023 are on the 
BFu3a website. 
Lynda Lunn, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

Blues, Rock, Jazz and Jamming 
The Group is thriving and meets every alternate Friday at the Methodist 
Church Hall, Shepherd's Lane. There are currently 23 members. Within the 
Group there are three sub-groups (1) Plugged Playing Sessions i.e., where 
the guitars are electric and amplified, (2) Unplugged Playing Sessions i.e., 
where the guitars are acoustic and (3) Improvisation mentoring sessions 
where members learn individual techniques from each other. Other 
instruments, e.g. percussion, wind, keyboard etc join in either session (1) 
or (2) or both. 
This is a very popular group, and for all intents and purposes, the group is 
full, however anyone wishing to be notified if vacancies occur, please 
contact one of the coordinators. 
Alan Turner and Graham Dives, Joint Coordinators 

Book Group 1    
The chosen book, described as ”just for holiday reading”, was Are You 
Watching Me by Sinead Crowley produced a mixed reception. It’s a murder 
mystery set in Dublin, whose characters seem beset with topical social 
problems. Abusive father, greedy lawyer, abused child, parental child-
minding problems and old men’s refuge. The mystery plot was good but it 
was difficult to feel a liking for anyone.   
Next book:  A Room With A View by E.M.Forster,    11th April   
Brian Tonkinson, Coordinator  

Current Affairs 
There’s been rather a lot to talk about recently, with the energy crisis, the 
recent budget, the NI Protocol and various goings-on around the world. We 
briefly tried holding two meetings a month, but that proved difficult to 
coordinate and confusing for everybody, so we’re now back to a single 
monthly meeting. The discussions are always lively and whilst members 
sometimes hold opposing views, everything is always good-natured. We 
are currently at the maximum number of people that can be 
accommodated, so unfortunately, we’re not taking on new members at the 
moment. 
Chris Nabavi, Coordinator 

Digital Photography 
The early March meeting of the Group was cancelled because of the snow 
that fell that morning. 
For the next few meetings we may need to be somewhat creative in our 
approach to our activities because the television set at Birch Hill has been 
involved in an accident. 
The management committee of the Centre is investigating obtaining a 
replacement set. 
Mavis & John Cook, Joint Coordinators 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography is a way of feeling, of touching, of 
loving. Whatever you have caught on film is 

captured forever……. 
…..it remembers little things, long after you have 

forgotten everything. 

Did you know that Mickey Mouse was falling over 
all the time when filming The Sorcerer's 

Apprentice... apparently he was suffering from 
Disney spells ! 
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Dutch Conversation 
We have talked about a lot of different things in our meetings: 
birdwatching, where people have been in The Netherlands, what has been 
happening with them and at our last meeting we touched on Dutch 
expressions that don’t make any sense to foreigners if they are translated 
literally. 
The group meets for an hour every two weeks on Tuesday afternoons at 
15:15 in the café of the Open Learning Centre and anyone who speaks 
some Dutch is very welcome to join us. 
 Lucy Simnett, Coordinator 

French Conversation 
We recently welcomed three new members to the group which is very 
good for broadening the topics of conversation. When they can, members 
bring something to the meeting to talk about. It could be an article they 
read or an experience they had. Recently we discussed the strikes against 
raising of the retirement age in France, music and mental health, the 
history of the baguette and the planting and cutting of trees in city centres. 
It has been very interesting and enjoyable. 
Our meetings take place every other Tuesday from 14:00 until 15:00 in the 
café of the Open Learning Centre. Give it a try if you want to keep up your 
French and meet a very friendly group of people. 
 Lucy Simnett, Coordinator 

Garden Group 2  
Following a planning meeting in January, we arranged a visit to Kew 
Gardens for the Orchid Festival in early March. This time we used the 
Earley Community minibus to get us there and back, which took the strain 
out of travelling and parking. The orchid festival is an annual event at Kew 
and this year was inspired by the beauty of Cameroon and took place in 
the Princess of Wales Conservatory. Some pictures are attached, taken by 
Chris, one of our members. 

   
Coming up we have a visit to an NGS garden in Pinkneys Green, and to 
Vann, in Godalming, with lots more to come in the summer. 
Shirley Thompson, Coordinator 

German Conversation 
In the German group we have talked about one member’s visit to the 
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. Someone had seen the film Everyone 
Everything All at Once which won seven Oscars this year and told us a 
little about it. We decided that it may not be for everyone. We also heard 
two very amusing short German poems. 
If you speak some German, feel free to come along and join us. The 
meetings are held fortnightly on a Thursday at 14:30 in the Café of the 
Open Learning Centre and it doesn’t cost you a penny. 
 Lucy Simnett, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

Guitar Tuition 
The current tuition course is nearing its completion, and a new tuition 
course will commence after Easter (actual date to be confirmed). This 
course is only for beginners, i.e. those who have either very little previous 
playing experience, or none at all. The tuition sessions will be on the same 
dates as the Blues, Rock, Jazz Group, i.e., alternate Fridays at the 
Methodist Church Shepherd’s Lane, starting at 13:30 and are one hour 
duration. Cost is between £3-£5 per tuition session depending on numbers. 
If you wish to join (after Easter) please email Alan Turner at 
alancharlesturner@gmail.com  
Alan Turner and Graham Dives, Joint Coordinators 

History  
This month we started studying a new topic – Migration. 
We hope to cover many aspects of migration over history and find out the 
reasons for it and the effect it has on the countries involved. 
We started by looking at migration into what is now the USA. We focussed 
on the migrants crossing the Atlantic from Europe and Africa, and latterly, 
from Southern Asia, as well as the Chinese across the Pacific. The huge 
numbers that entered the USA over the centuries have a very varied 
heritage which is often reflected in the cultural life of many Americans 
today. For lots more details please look at the History Forum page on the 
BFu3a website:  
http://www.bracknellu3a.org.uk/InterestGroups/1History.html  
Next, we discussed the Highland Clearances in Scotland. This was when 
major land-owners forced the eviction of small farmers from the land, and 
we touched on some of the less pleasant methods used to remove people. 
It must certainly go some way to explaining how Scots seem to figure so 
prominently in the burgeoning British Empire. 
One of our members then took a look at Cultural migration by focussing on 
her own family story. How, as Christians, they became conscious of their 
“odd man out” status in Lahore in particular, but also across much of the 

There was a young woman from Ryde 
who ate too many apples and died. 

The apples inside her 
fermented inside her, 

and made cider inside her inside. 

mailto:alancharlesturner@gmail.com
http://www.bracknellu3a.org.uk/InterestGroups/1History.html
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sub-continent. How much more accepted they were in Britain, even in the 
1960s, was noticeable to them, even as children. 
We held a lively discussion on these and other areas of migration, so we 
now have more subjects to research. 
If you are interested in joining us, come along to Bracknell Methodist 
Church on April 22nd at 10:15. 
Liz Bush, Coordinator 

Italian Conversation 
In our meetings, members discuss a variety of topics. Recently we heard 
how long it took someone to make the trip back from Scotland. We also 
heard about a stolen letter from a famous Italian poet that turned up for 
sale on the internet and how the Royal Family is playing Monopoly with the 
royal residences (although it sounded more like musical chairs!). 
Our meetings are held every two weeks on a Thursday from 15:45 in the 
Open Learning Centre and last an hour. We would welcome more people 
who speak some Italian and want to keep it up. 
 Lucy Simnett, Coordinator 

Line Dancing 

This group is for beginners and meets on Wednesdays at 10:30. The 
sessions are stand alone with all the steps explained and called, and you 
can watch or join in any time as you wish. 
 Lynda Lunn, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

Local History  
Our February meeting took place at the beginning of March, when we had 
an interesting illustrated talk by Tony Weston on Crossing the Thames 
during the past 1,000 years. 
The Thames is 215 miles long and today has many ways of getting from 
one side to the other. William the Conqueror first crossed the river at 
Wallingford, because as the name suggests, it was an easy crossing point.  
Henry VIII licensed several watermen to provide crossing by ferry, and they 
became a powerful lobby against the building of bridges. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury owns Lambeth ferry which crosses to Horseferry Road on 
the other side of the river from Lambeth Palace. There were two ferries 
listed in the Domesday book, and there are now six ferries left. 
Twickenham Ferry has run since 1909. 
There is a 24 feet difference between high and low tide, so bridges had to 
be built high enough to allow for the height of a boat together with the 
change in river level. Bazalgette designed many of the bridges, including 
Putney Bridge. The skills for building bridges of stone were understood by 
the Monks from building cathedrals. Brunel’s bridge at Maidenhead is the 
only Thames bridge built from brick, and has the biggest span in the world 
for a brick bridge 
William I declared the Thames to be a Royal River, owned by the Crown, 
so that fees for crossing the river had to be paid as an income to the 
Crown. When Richard I was short of money, he sold the river to the City of 
London, which now owns it as far as Staines. The City of London and the 
watermen ensured that no bridges below Staines were built for 500 years.   
The oldest stone bridge on the Thames was London Bridge built in 1209. 
In 1282 two bridge wardens were responsible for maintaining the London 
Bridge, which was the start of the organisation known as Bridge House. 
The modern London Bridge is still owned by Bridge House Estates. The 
heads of traitors were put on a pikes on London Bridge for 300 years.   
Richmond Bridge is the oldest surviving bridge over the Thames in 
London, built between 1774 and 1777, as a replacement for a 
ferry crossing. 
Today, there are many river crossings including foot bridges, rail bridges 
and road bridges. 
Our next meeting, at the end of March, will be the start of a project to look 
at places of worship in the Bracknell area, with a view to researching 
important dates, the area or parish they serve, and what is unique about 
them. 
Janet Russell, Coordinator 

Lunch Club  
The club usually meets on the 4th Monday of the month at 12:15, and we 
enjoy the company of approximately 30 regular members. Our base is The 
Weathervane where they always look after us, and the food is excellent, 
and reasonably priced.  
We had a lovely time at Tangs and I think everyone enjoyed the variety of 
food. 
Our next meeting is on Mon 27th March at 12:15 at The Weathervane,  
then also at The Weathervane on Mon 24th April at 12:15. Please hold the 
dates in your diaries. I will have to book for 22nd May (a week earlier due to 
the Bank Holiday), so if there is anywhere you would like to go, please let 
me know as soon as possible. 
I am coming on well after my total hip replacement, so hope to join you in 
April. Meanwhile, all enjoy the food and excellent company, while you chat 
and put the world to rights! 
All Members are welcome to the Lunch Club, so just arrive at the venue, at 
the time stated above, for good social company, laughs and good food.  
Joyce Brown, Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

I arrived early to the restaurant and the 
manager said “Do you mind waiting a bit?” 

I said “No”. “Good” he said, 
“Take these drinks to table nine.” 

Cowboys would hang a lantern on their saddles 
at night so they could find the trail when they 

were far from home... 
This was early Saddle Light Navigation 
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Mixed Media  
The Group meets each Wednesday morning at 10:30 until 13:30 at the 
Bracknell Methodist Church, Priestwood. The room has proven to be ideal 
for art work etc. with plenty of natural light from the windows and ceiling 
sky lights. 
Being mixed media, our members cover most areas, i.e. Oils, Acrylics, 
Water Colours, Pastels, Sketching and even Pyrography. 
It is a very friendly and relaxed group and we would welcome new 
members whether they are experienced artists or new comers wishing to 
restart or improve their skills. 
Below are just a few examples of some of the work produced. 

  
 

   
 Ray Grant, Coordinator 

MOTO 1  
A fascinating tour of the Royal Chelsea Hospital for 21 members. 
Currently there are 300 army veterans living at the hospital who have 
served in various wars. The pensioners say ‘they are living in the best 
retirement home in the world’. They have their own GP, care home, 
medical centre and social care support, to name a few of the facilities. 
The building is Grade 1 listed and it costs around £24 million a year to run 
the hospital. Income is generated in various ways, events being held in the 
grounds (Chelsea Flower Show/ Musical Events etc). 
A Chelsea pensioner was our guide for three hours, certainly value for 
money. We began by seeing a short video of the history of Chelsea 
hospital. 
We then started our tour by seeing an example of the old type of cabins 
(see photo) that the pensioners lived in until 2015, when all berths had 
been upgraded. They now have a room that accommodates their single 
bed, study area, wardrobe, and an en-suite bathroom. 

 
A tour of their dining room came next, where they are served three full 
meals a day. The menu looked lovely. 
We then visited the chapel, followed by the museum. 
Unfortunately, it decided to rain when we were touring the outside areas 
where they hold Founders Day. 
 It was a difficult journey home as the Underground trains were on strike 
and the buses were packed, however, overall, a great day. 

  

  
 
We also met for another lovely Sunday lunch at the Bird in Hand, Little 
Sandhurst, arranged by Marlane. 
Dorothy Kirkham, Coordinator 
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MOTO 2 
The members continue to meet up frequently for teas and lunches. Last 
month some of the group enjoyed a shopping day and lunch in Windsor, 
and in April we will be taking a coach trip to Leeds Castle. We are also 
looking forward to a Garden Party during the Coronation Weekend when 
we will hope to have some photographs to share for the next Newsletter. 
Brenda Murphy, Coordinator 

Music Makers 
The group continues to meet twice a month, playing in the Methodist 
Church Hall in Shepherds Lane. The Bank Holidays planned in May have 
caused several meetings to be altered to alternate weeks but then we will 
be back to usual in June : 1st Monday morning and then two weeks later on 
the Tuesday afternoon in each month. 
Robin and Chris continue to provide arrangements of popular pieces to 
add to the hundreds we already have, and several of which we work 
through at each meeting. 
If you play an orchestral instrument and would like to join us or even just to 
see what we do please contact me 
Anne Pusey, Coordinator 

Music Appreciation Classical 2 
The theme of the afternoon this month was Composition and 
Orchestration. The meeting was very enjoyable with nine of us watching 
YouTube presentations on: 

• A very brief introduction to classical music from 1000 AD to the 
present day, which outlined the development of music through the 
ages. 

• An introduction to Orchestration which illustrated the component 
parts of an orchestra, their development and interactions. 

The 2nd part of the afternoon was another YouTube presentation on:  

• Beethoven’s greatest work, The Ninth.  

• We concluded with an interview with Ivan Fischer discussing 
Beethoven’s brilliance in a very entertaining, enthusiastic and 
imaginative manner of this brilliant composer. 

We ended the meeting with a discussion of the afternoon, and all agreed it 
had been very informative indeed. 
I also mentioned I would be attending a Concert being given by the 
Crowthorne Symphony Orchestra on the 25th March at the Old Gym, 
Wellington College. I know two u3a members who play in the orchestra. It’s 
a very ambitious programme featuring Sibelius Violin Concerto with soloist 
Emmanuel Bach. www.crowthorneorchestra.com  
Below is a listing of the items viewed for those wishing to revisit or those 
not present. 

1. A very brief introduction to classical music from 1000 AD to the 
present day. 

2. An introduction to Orchestration and component parts of an 
orchestra and their interaction. 

3. Beethoven’s greatest work, The Ninth explained. 
4. An interview with Ivan Fischer. 
 

 

Bob Goddard, Coordinator 

Music Appreciation Classical 3 
This group is currently closed while it under goes some development and I 
hope to be able to relaunch it later in the year. 
Bob Goddard, Coordinator 

Needlecraft   
I am coming on ok after my total hip replacement, but will not be able to 
host in March. Sorry. 
 
Our next meetings are on Monday 24th April and on 22nd May at 14:15 ‘ish’, 
as I come straight from Lunch Club, at my house. We will carry on with our 
projects and enjoy refreshments and putting the world to rights!! Look 
forward to seeing you all. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you and catching up soon. 
Joyce Brown, Coordinator  

Poetry Group 
We continue our cosy and friendly meetings on the first Monday morning of 
each month, subject to Bank Holidays. Please contact the organiser for 
details. 
There is no need to write or even read poetry, all are welcome if only to 
listen and chat. 
Here is a sample of our work, dealing with an important issue for all U3A 
members: What do you do if you forget to put on your shoes? 

http://www.crowthorneorchestra.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfT4xyKQOzY&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfT4xyKQOzY&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8W6_XYZyqo&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8W6_XYZyqo&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhSnUATUljg&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgOTVoDqZKc&list=PLo1oNmcJQj-mLQgoOtifXp0IxRMJ_qFyy&index=3
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John went out in his slippers 
The day John went out in his slippers 
Well, they fitted like his crocs to be fair 
The weatherman had said “warm and sunny” 
so he popped to the shops then and there 
It was Saturday morning in Bracknell 
Busy, but still room on the bus 
John noticed people were staring and saying 
“He’s dressed just like one of us.” 
His feet felt suspiciously comfy 
as if he had just left his bed 
he looked down with a sinking feeling 
What he saw filled him with dread 
It wasn’t as if they were neutral 
brown coloured or black might have done 
but they were covered in pink fluffy roses 
that spelt out, “even old men have fun” 
He decided to bluff out his journey 
He strode down the street head held high 
Past thongs stretched taunt under non-opaque tights 
Bracknell basked in its summer delights. 
When he got home he took off his slippers 
Told himself not to feel very silly 
At least he had kept on his top and his pants 
so nobody caught sight of his tattoo. 

 
 
 
 
 

John Giles, Coordinator 

Short Walks   
The group has recently walked at Peacock Meadow at Jennets Park to see 
the two new sculptures which were designed by Kerry Lemon. The 
sculptures, which were chosen by residents of Jennets Park show the 
skylarks that nest in the meadows. 
I thought it was clever that Kerry has incorporated a series of discrete bat 
habitats into the sculptures.  

  
Carol Clark, Coordinator 

Transport Group 
We have recently taken over as coordinators for this group, and held a 
planning meeting on 8th March. This was well attended, in spite of the snow 
on the day. A great many ideas for places to visit and activities were 
tabled. The list should be sufficient to keep us occupied well into 2024.  
The first visit planned will be on Tuesday 25th April, to the Farnborough Air 
Sciences Museum in the morning, and after a pub lunch, on to the 
Centrifuge also at Farnborough in the afternoon. The next trip will be to 
The National Motor Museum at Gaydon (near Warwick) on Tuesday 6th 
June. 
Any members who are interested in joining the Transport Group, please 
email us at transport@bracknell.org.uk 
Doreen and Steve Coupe, Joint Coordinators  

 

 

Walking Group 
We have completed our planned walks recently without incident due to 
weather interruptions. We have walked around Warfield, Lightwater 
Country Park, Ascot and Chobham Common. All of these walks were 
between four and a half miles and five and a half miles, and have been 
well attended. Later in April we will have the first long walk of the summer 
season when we will take a picnic lunch to fuel us on our way. The long 
walks are typically about eight miles in length and tend to be slightly further 
away from Bracknell, deeper in the countryside. We continue to offer the 
shorter five mile walks in summer months as well as the long walks. We 
always walk at the pace of the slowest member and have never lost 
anyone, so why not consider joining our friendly group on a stroll in the 
country. 
Roger Jones, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Be decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The road is 
littered with flat squirrels who couldn’t make a decision. 

 

mailto:transport@bracknell.org.uk
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Wine Tasting 
The group meets approximately every six weeks on an ad hoc basis and 
since its formation last year, has built up a regular list of loyal attendees. 
Each meeting is limited to 16 people, though the number of members in 
the group is not limited. The evenings are informal, a bit like a party, and 
cheese and crackers are also provided. Wine prices, like everything else, 
have been rising recently, but so far, we’ve managed to keep the cost of 
the evenings to under £10 per person. Members are encouraged to share 
transport - something that seems to work quite well. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, 15th April and we currently have a couple of places 
available, so if you enjoy socialising over a few glasses of nice wine, come 
and give it a try. No experience is needed and whilst the coordinator says a 
few words about each wine, this only takes a couple of minutes, so you 
won’t be subjected to lots of boring 'wine-speak'. 

Chris Nabavi, Coordinator 

Writing for Fun 
We are a small diverse and friendly group, who meet once each month to 
share our writing. We are open to interested new members! No experience 
necessary. 
Each of us writes anything they like on the suggested topic. It is always 
amazing to find that the stories (or non-fiction sometimes) are completely 
different. We have recently written on the subjects of ‘An unlikely set of 
friends’ and ‘You look through binoculars and see …’ This latter provoked 
some entertaining ideas – snail dumping in someone’s else’s back garden 
and people hiding in bushes, amongst others. 
Our next suggestion is on the topic of ‘Perfection’. 
Jane Hempson-Jones, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note 
Issue 174 edited by Doreen Coupe.    

Publication date: 6th April 2023 
Grateful thanks to all contributors. 

Deadlines for contributions to the next editions are: 
 

Issue no. 175 – 18th May 2023 
Issue no. 176 – 6th July 2023 

 
Please send contributions to all editors at: 

newseditor@bracknellu3a.org.uk  
The editing team consists of: 

Peter Arthur, Bruce Collins, Doreen Coupe and Chris Nevin 
 

The Editors cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy or the views of 
contributors or for the statements and claims made in any items or 

advertisements appearing in the BFu3a Newsletter. 

 

I see David Beckham's son has signed for 
Brentford. David had some advice for him 

regarding shirt numbers. He told him: 
'wear four out there Romeo' 

mailto:newseditor@bracknellu3a.org.uk

